NEWSPAPER REPORTING

Tuesday 9" September 2025

Examination Duration

» 3 hours

Important Notes

e Pay attention to any words in bold.
* Mark allocations are indicated in brackets [ ] after each question.

Answer Booklets

* Ensure each answer in your answer booklet is clearly labelled with the question number as it appears on
the exam paper.

e Use bullet points when making lists in your answers do not use additional numbers or letters.

+ Start every questicn on a new page in your answer booklet.

» Rewriting the guestion as it appears on the exam paper in your answer booklet is not required.

Permitted Materials

* Notes or textbooks are not allowed.
* Non-programmable calculators are allowed.

Advice

» Read each guestion carefully before writing your answers.
* Use the full 3 hours and review all your answers thoroughly.
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ANSWER ANY FIVE QUESTIONS FROM THE FOLLOWING EIGHT QUESTIONS

1. Write up the following information to produce a lead story of 250-300 words including
a headline.

[20 marks]

e

Describe ten guldelmes that investigative reporters must follow when conducting
investigations, using exampies to support your description.

3. Discuss ten factors an editor must consider when deciding whether to publish a story,
using examples to support your description.
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[20 marks]

{20 marks]
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4.  The introduction and opening paragraph of a story are used to gain the attention of the

reader.
Write the headline and opening paragraph to the following news Story 1 and Story 2
using approxumateiy 100-150 words

[10 marks]
. 'The palr were pa'rt of a professmnal skydlwng team practlcmg _ dvanced formatlons' [10 marks}
5. {a) State the importance of putting names and faces to statements. [2 marks]
(b) Discuss the nine Rs of interviewing. [18 marks]
6.  Describe the practices, approaches and techniques a district reporter must follow when
reparting on their area. [20 marks]
7. Writing to create impact is a key skill for every journalist.
Describe ten techniques that journalists can use to write for impact, using examples to
support your description. [20 marks}
8. (a} Explain the difference between hard news and soft news. [4 marks]
{b} Describe eight sources of news, using examples to support your description. [16 marks]

END OF QUESTIONS
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